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To their EXCELLENCIES che | 


| LORD S REGENTS 
GCREAT BRITA IN. 


A EOR DS, 


* 
1 - 


Make no Manner of Apology for addreſſing the 
following Obſervations to your Lordſhips; be- 
cauſe they immediately concern the Safety of 
his Majeſty; whom you have the Honour to re- 
preſent ; and the whole Nation; in whoſe Welfare 

you have ſo large an Intereſt. As far as I am capable 
of judging, they are both in the utmoſt Danger; and 
therefore it is not only excuſable in me, but my in- 
diſpenſable Duty, to give your Lofdſhips a juſt Ap. 

prehenſion of our Condition. , I am not only juſtified 
in this Application, hy the natural Right of Self- 

Preſervation; but bound in Duty to. make it. I do 

not approach your Lordſhips only in Behalf of ſuch 

an inſignificant Perſon as the Author of this Pam- 
phlet, but of the King, and Kingdom. I am not 
inſenſible of the Diſtance between your Lordſhips 
and my ſelf, and of the teſpectful Regard which ought 
to be paid to you. Bur; My Lords, as I ought to 
addreſs my ſelf to Perſons of ſuch high Dignity with 
Humility and Reverence, b when I am ſpeaking 
upon an Occaſion of ſuch vaſt Importance, no one 
could think me in earneſt, if I did not ſpeak with 
ſome Emotion. lt is. not that I forget the Heighth 
of your Station, or the Lowneſs of my on, but be- 
cauſe I am afraid leſt we ſhould ſoon be brought 
upon a Level, by being involved in one common 
—_— Rpin. 


DEDICATION. 
Ruin. Under this dreadful Apprehenſion, but too 
well grounded, I do moſt earneſtly beſeech your 
Lordſhips to examine particularly into the State of 


the Woollen Trade, and to employ your Wiſdom. in 


finding out ſome effectual Method to recover it. Very 
certain I am, that unleſs you do, his Majeſty will 
not long continue to be our King, nor we continue to 
be à Free People. We ſhall unavoidably fall a Sa- 


crifice to the Ambition of France; and our Deſtruc- - 


tion will as neceſſarily be followed by that of Europe. 
I do humbly conceive that the Scheme which Mr. 
Webber has offer'd to the Publick will prove an ef- 
fectual one, and that the Charter which his Majeſty 


was pleaſed to grant him, will be highly beneficial 


to the Nation. He has clearly convinced my Judg- 
ment, and I will make as little doubt but that he will 
eaſily: convince your Lordſhips, whenever he ſhall be 
honoured with an Opportunity to explain himſelf. 
But, be that as it will, this melancholy Truth I muſt 


repeat to your Lordſhips; unleſs the Exportation of 


our Wool be ſtopp'd by ſome Means or another, the 
Nation muſt be ruin'd ; and I moſt: heartily beg of 
God to direct your Counſels to the beſt Meaſures for 
our Preſervation. 390. off * 
Jam, 
. My Lords, 
Lp Your Lordſhips, l 5 
Me Relpelifuls. 
| Tho" Unknown, 
ul Servants 


* & 
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dies for his Recovery, whilſt he perceives no Oceaſion 
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CONSEQUENCES 


.OF 


HERE eannot be a more fatal Symptom attending 
any Diſtemper than Hrſenſibiliy. When a Patient is 
paſt ſceling, he is uſually paſt Cure. —If his Caſe be 
not beyond the reach of Medicines, while he thinks 
himſelf in a State of Healib, it will be-difficult to 


fiel; and more difficult till to perſuade him to apply 3 Reme- 
or any at all. 
Or, if the real Diſtemper be miſtaken, or neglected, he muſt una- 
voidably die, let the Skill of the Phyſician be ever fo great, and his 
Preſcriptions the beſt adapted to what he apprehends to be the Caſe. 
The Reader will eafily ſee that, by the Patient, I mean Great Bri- 
#ain'and Ireland ; and J moſt heartily wiſh, the Condition between 
Them and that of a Sick Man were leſs juſt. We have been in a Con- 
ſJumption a conſiderable Time, and are now reduced to a State of 
Weakneſs that renders our Recovery very difficult, tho' not impoſſible ; 
and yet, like others in that flattering Diſtemper, ſo inſenſible of our 
Danger, that inſtead of being thankful for ſo friendly an Office, we 
are angry with thoſe who warn us of it, or offer to preſcribe to us. — 
As is uſual in Conſumpti ve Caſes, though our Want of Strength and 
Spirits makes us peeviſh and fretful, we are quite ignorant of the 


true Cauſe of it, and unmindful of the proper Method of Cure. There 
is a Perſon, ſeemingly rais'd up by Providence, who has laid before 


us the true State of our Caſe, and what is neceſſary to be done, but 
his Remonſtrances and his Preſcriptions have not only been ſlighted, 
but our Penefactor has been upbraided with Lunacy and Ditradtion. 


The 


make him attend to any Attempts towards convincing him that he is 
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The Diftemper of which we are fo fick, * is the Decay of of 
Miollen Trade; and the Cauſe of our Diſtemper is, the Exportation 
Four unmanuifactur d N vol to Foreigners. For above twenty Years 
we have been gradually, but not by /ow Degrees, waſting in our 

ET Towns hive” 
been ſinking, or becoming uninhabited ; the Rents of Gentlemen's 
Ejlates have been falling, and ill paid, or thrown upon the Land- 
lord's Hands; Money, in general Commerce, has beeti growing 
more and more ſcarce; for Want of Employment the Number of 
Poor has Been encreaſing, while our Capacity to maintain them has 
been glowing ks; la ge, and once the mdft' flburiſhing — 
are almoſt. ruined by the Decay of their Manufacture, and th 
few who have ſomething left, made almoſt Beogars by the Weight 
of Pariſh-Rates , the French, our natural and irreconcileable Ene- 
mies, have been all this white gaining the Riches which we have 
loſt, and daily growing ſtronger, in proportion as we have been 
prog weaker; and all this through our own ſtupid Folly, in not 

eeping our Wool at n is our deplotable Condition, 
exceeduig bad in itſelf; but tfle more dangerous, hetauſé ſtu/ have 
a juſt AÆpprehenſion of it, ſome fit ſtill in Deſpair, others are too in- 
dolent to ſeek Information, and many too conceited to accept of 
it. There is another Set of People (tho' nothing but known Facts 
would make ſo monſtrous a Truth credible) who ſeem to be in 
Pain for fear their Country and their Families ſhould not be ruin'd; 
and uſe a deal of unnatural Induſtry to hinder the. Nation from 
ſeeing . its Danger, or taking, proper Meaſures . td prevent its 
Deſtruction. But are Poverty, Slavery and Popiſb Perſecutioff, fo 


dreadful to our Forefathers, become Trifles not worth regarding by 


us ? Are Freedom, Plenty, and our Religion, ſo highly eſteem'd by 


all the reſt of Mankind, grown too inconſiderable to deſerve our 


Care and Concern ?. And if they be Things of ſuch vaſt Impor- 


tance to our Happineſs, as they have hitherto been efteem'd, does 
it not become us carefully to attend to the preſent State of the 


Nation, to examine whether it be in ſo bad a Condition as 1 have 
repreſented it, and, if it be, to exert ourſelves with the utmoſt 
Vigour for our Preſervation; I only deſire my Fellow Citizens, 
— Fellow Countrymen to act like rational Creatures; to think 
and judge for themſelves. All chat I propoſe is, to he/p them, if 


they will read over a few * to form a right Judgment of their 
ten 


Caſe, that they may be awaken'd out of their Lethargy, and ani- 


mated to take ſpeedy Meaſures for their Recovery. And for this 
Purpoſe, I earneſtly deſire them to conſider the following Particu- 
lars ; 0 


1. The Conſequences of Trade, as to the Wealth and Strength of 


any Nation. | | | 
2. The Conſequences of the vollen Trade in particular; the great 
Superioriy of it over all other Branches of Trade. "Peavy 
3. The preſent State of it in Exgland and France; the vaſt Loſs 
which we ſuſtain yearly by its great Decay among us, and the im- 

menſe Gains of the French by their Improvement of it. 
| * 


— 


BS, 


| W., The Danger we are in of becoming a Province to France, un- 
1s 


we immediately take care to recover our Moollen Trade, by pre» 
yenting the Exportation of un ůnamfactur d Wool to Foreigners. | 
And when theſe Particulars are fully examin'd and weigh'd, the 
Reader will be aſtoniſhed to hear what Steps have been taken, 
by a moſt ingenious and honeſt Projector, to ſave us from Ruin, 
and what little Regard has been paid to his generous Endeavours. ., 
1. The firſt Particular to be confider'd is, The Conſequences of 
Trade, in reſpeR to the Wealth and Strength of any Nation. And 
upon this Head any one may have reaſonable SatisfaQtion, either 
from Fas, or Arguments; from the known Hiftery of Nations, or 
from the Natare and Reaſon of the Thing. From the former. 
we learn that thus it has been in all Countries ; and from the /atter 
we can prove that thus it muſt always be. 5 
If we examine the Hiſtory of all the Nations in the World, we 
ſhall find thoſe to have been the richeſt {excepting ſuch as had 
Mines of Gold at Home) who extended their Trade and Commerce 
the fartheſt, The Compaſs of my Defign will not permit me to 
draw up a Hiftory of this Matter at large, but I niuſt content 
myſelf with ſome particular, flagrant Inſtances. — No Man, who 
has ever read his Bible, or the I{iftory of the Jus, can be 
—. of the immenſe Treaſures King David and King 
olomon brought Home from Foreign Countries by the Improve- 
ment of Commerce, The Plenty of Gold and Silver under the 
Reigns of thoſe two Kings, eſpecially the latter, would be al- 
moſt incredible, did we not know the Hiſtorians, who gave the 


 Accourt to be infallizle, Next to Them, ancient Hiſtory affords 


nothing beyond tne Tyrians, and their ' Deſcendants, the Carthage- 
nians, who enrich'd themſelves in the ſame Manner to an extraor- 
dinary Degree, But the Effects of Trade and Commerce are evi- 
dent enough from the known State of Europe. Wherever they 
Have flourith'd moſt, thoſe Nations have been the wealthieſt. What 
is the Cauſe of the great Want of Money almoſt all over Germany, 
but their Want of Trade and Commerce? How came the States of 
Holland, a Country very ſmall in Extent, to have ſo many large 
and populous Cities, and to be able to bear ſuch a vaſt Load of 
Taxes ? Could the Culture of their Land employ ſo many Hands 
in their Towns, or the Products of it raiſe ſo much Money? How 
came France to be ſo poor, before the Improvement of their Trade. 
and ſo rich now, notwithſtanding the vaſt Expences that they have 
been at in the Affair of Poland and Italy, in maintaining an 4 
of near 200,000 Men, in the continual Repair and Improvement 
of vaſt Fortifications, and erecting new Ports; how, I ſay, came 
this, once beggarly People, while they have been ſupporting ſuch 
Charges, to be in Condition to lend Money to the neceſſitous Em- 
peror, to aſſiſt Spain, and to put ſuch large Sums into our Funds. 
If Earth would do ſuch great Things, they had as much Land 
BEFORE, as they have had ſince the Growth of their Manufa@u- 
ries. Their Trade has done all: Tur Trade which they have 
got from as, or, rather, which we have given them. Flanders 
g [ize 
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{fcetheir farmer opulent, and their preſent ruinous State largely fet 
torth in a Pamphlet, lately publiſh'd by Mr. Londen of Tiverton, 
intitled, Some Confiderations on the Importance of the Moollen Ma- 
nufauries) is a notorious Proof that Trade may become an almoſt 
. Inexhauſtible Source of Wealth to a Nation. By this, ſays 
Mr. London, © were founded thoſe numerous, large, regular, and 
% well built Cities wherewith it abounds, full of magnificent 
Churches, adorn'd after their Manner with exquiſite Paintings, 
«© and rich-Ornaments of ineſtimable Value; of great and ſtately 
«© Monaſteries and Convents fo richly endowed, that ſome of their 
« Revenues equal that of Princes ; of * Town-Halls, and 
«© Magazines for the Accommodation an 

their Manufacturies; of Canals of vaſt Breadth and Length, for 
<* the Conveyance of Goods from one Town to another, with Locks, 
7e ſoas to raiſe Veſſels, ſometimes, zo and 40 Feet perpendicular, 


<« the whole dug out and erected at ſuch a vaſt Expence that it | 


«© almoſt exceeds Belief.” But when they loſt their Trade, their 
Cities became almoſt uninhabited, and the Graſs grew in their 
. Exchanges. But if we had not ſo much Evidence from Abroad, 
= great Riches ariſing from Trade, the Hiſtory of our own 
Country might convince us. Let any one go back only as far as 
the Times before Henry the VIIth firſt began our Wao//len Manu- 
Ffaturies, and compare the Quantity of Specie in the Nation and 
the Price of Labour, with the Times of King Villiam and Queen 
Anne, when our Trade was in its higheſt Proſperity : Let hi 
then go on, from the firſt Declenfion of our Trade, to obſerve how 
Money gradually grew again leſs plentiful, and Labour cheaper, 
as that gradually declin d; and he will not be ignorant of the 
grand Source of Riches to any Nation. I ſhall only obſerve far- 
ther upon this Head, how Trade raiſes the Value of Land, and im- 
proves Gentlemen's Effates; for, the Number of People that are 
employ'd and maintain'd by it, occaſions the Land to be more im- 
proved, in order to ſupply thoſe People with Proviſions, ſupports 
the Farmer by conſuming the Products of it, and occaſions a Cir- 
culation of Commerce in every Branch of it, beyond what can 
poſſibly be where there are fewer People, or the People have leſs 
Money to lay out. For which Reaſons, thoſe Parts of the Coun- 
try where our Trade has flouriſh'd moſt, have been, ix fact, greatly 
the beſt cultivated. 5 

Ihat Trade is the Source of Riches, is a Truth which appears 
from Fackt, but we may ſhew from the Nature of the Thing that 
it muſt be ſo. If a Nation has no Mines of its own Growth, how 
can the People grow the richer by Dealing with one another. [They 
may by Induſtry improve the Products of their Country, and they 
may exchange one Thing for another, but all this Commerce can 
produce no Mozey. When any of our Products are exported to 
Foreigners for Money, this brings into the Nation ſo much adven- 
titious Riches. If thoſe Products, before Exportation, be manu- 
factured, then the Labour in manufacturing is added to their natu- 
ral Value; and the more the Labour, the greater Wealth ſuch 


well Management of 


(9) Wo. 
manufafur'd Goods bring into a Nation, becauſe Foreigners pay 


for all that Labour. This Obſervation ſhews what a vaſt Detri- 
ment it is to the Nation to ſuffer Leather to be exported, becaule, 


by preventing it, we ſhould ſend abroad a greater Quantity of Shoes, 
and by that means gain ſo much Money as the Wages of the Work- 
men, and the Profits of the Maſters, and Merchants, out of each 
Pair, amounts to. Or if we import the Products of another Coun- 
try, and export them again mantfactur d, the Labour of manufac- 
turing is ſo much Wealth brought into the Nation, deducting only 
the original Price of the Materials before they were manufactur'd. 
— As this ſhews the true Riches of a Nation, fo it ſhews, likewiſe, what 
Sort of 'I'rade or Commerce it is that can produce —— If we 
traffick without bringing in Shecie, we cannot grow richer by it; 
and our Riches can be only in Proportion to the Quantity of Specie 
which it brings in; ſo that if the Value of our Experts are leſs, upon 
the whole, than the Value of our Imports, the Balance of Trade be- 
ing againſt us, we muſt be beggar'd by Trading. KAI 
hat the Riches of a Nation are the Strength ot it, is as clear a Point, 
as that Trade is the Source of Riches; and all Nations have been more, 
or leſs powerful, in proportion to the Degree of their Wealth. As the 
Iaclites never were ſo rich, as in the Times of David and Solomon, 
they never were at any other Time ſo powerful, or in ſuch Eſteem 
amongſt other Nations. Dr. Prideaux has obſerv'd, that the weal- 
thy City of Tyre, when Alexander was making Conqueſts of Na- 
tions, with as much Expedition as ſome would have travel'd over 
them, met with more Oppoſition from that ſingle Place than from 
the whole 2 Empire. It is well known that the Carthage- 
nians, merely by the Force of their Riches acquired by Trade, were 
able to ſubdue a conſiderable Part of the World, at laſt diſputed, 
for a long Time, the Empire of it with the moſt potent People, 
the Romans, and had undoubtedly conquer'd them, if the Envy 
of Hainibal's Glory had not rais'd up at Home Factions that de- 
fignedly obſtructed the Progreſs of his Arms. Next to Carthage, 
I believe, Holland is the moſt flagrant Inſtance of the Power of 
Wealth, rais'd by Merchandize. They have beena Naiion but a 
little while, and yet what a Number of fine Colonies have they got- 
ten by Force of Arms? What an extraordinary Stand did they make 
againſt France, under the Command of the Prince of Orange, after- 
wards our King? Nay, they have been able to engage with the 
whole Naval Force of Great Britam What was Great Britain, 
before ſhe was enrich d by Trade? Her Nawy now fo powerful, 
was then no better than ſome F;/>ing Boats, ſo incanſiderable, that 
we lay open to be invaded by every Nation, the Romans, Saxons, 
Danes, and even Normans, that {mall Part of France haying been 
our Conquerors. As our Trade encreaſcd, from the Time of Henry 
the VIIth, we grew Richer and more Powerful, till we were able 
to ſupport ſo great an Expence, and make ſo glorious a Figure at 
the Head of the confederated Forces, againſt that ambitious Na- 
tion, to whom we are now voluntarily givipg up our Trade and 
Strength ; as if Poverty, Slavery, tal — were preferable to 


* 


a Friend to Trade. 
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Plenty, Freedom, and Glory; as if it were better to become a Prov 
wince to the GRAND MONARCH, than hold the Balance of Power 
in Europe, Neither is it at all ſurprizing, that a Nation, inrich'd 
by Traue, ſhould be ſo powerful. For, wherein conliſts the Strength 
of a Nation, but in the Number of its People, and its Ability ta 
maintain Fleets and Armies? Now wherever there is a Flow of 
Trade, there will always be a Reſort of People for Employment 
and Maintenance; and the Taxes neceſſary for the Exigencies of 
Government, for the Support of the Civil Lift, for the Hire (if 
Occaſion be) of mercenary Soldiers, and for maintaining Armies 
either by Land or by Sea, can be better borne by a /arger, than 
by a/meller Number of People, and better by a People in a State 
of Wealth, than in a State of Poverty. Beſides that, we ſhould 
have no occaſion for ſuch Taxes, even in a Time of Mar, to be 
laid upon ourſelves, becauſe we might oblige Foreigners to pay 
them all. There is a Perſon hath undertaken to ſhew them how 
eaſily this may be done, ard yet nothing of this kind has been 
attempted, tho” I cannot learn that the Gentleman's :tegrity, or 
Ability, is in the leaſt ſuſpected by thoſe to whom he has apply'd- 
It is obſerved by Travellers, that we are in great Contempt Hbroad, 
particularly in France; and, I think, we have more Reaſon to 
eopy. after the French in this, than in ay other of their Faſhions, 
becauſe they have abundant Reaſon to deſpiſe us, and we have as 
much Reaſen to deſpiſe our/e/ves. For, what can bea more deſ- 
#icable Conduct, than to load eve, with ſuch heavy Burthens, 
which we might make others bear for us; to become 7n/ignificans 
Beggars, when we might be rich and formidable! When the Per- 
ſon, abovemention'd, propoſed rhe taking off ſome of our Taxes, 
by his Scheme, he was anſwer' d, What would his Majeſty get by 
that? To which he reply'd, (as he told me himſelf), / thought his 
Majefly was always a Gainer when his Subjects were eaſed, It was 
an haneſt and a ſenfible Anſwer. For, the Riches of a Nation 
are the Strength of the Crown ; and it is impoſſible but Poverty in 
the People mutt weaken the Prince. For, how ſheuld'a Pack of 
Beggars ſupport the Expence of the Crown? And if Men could 


be maintain d without Money, how is it poſſible that an Army, 


diſpirited by their Condition, ſhould fight with zs much Courage, 
as if their Spirits were invigorated by Plenty and Freedom ?*W ho- 
ever advances, or purſues any other Maxim, he muſt be ignorant 
beyond Conception, or an Enemy to his Country and to his King 
beyond Example. No Man can be a Friend to either, who is not 


But if Trade will thus inrich, and ffrengtben 
any Nation, let us | | 

Secondly, Conſider the Conſequences arifing from the Moollen 
Trade, which are greatly more beneficial than any other, I may 
fay, than all our other Branches of Trade together. We are very 


apt to value ourſelves, in Preference to other Nations, upon the 
Strength of our Underſtanding and Fudenent, and, I ſhould think, 


we cannot give a better Inſtance of our Good Senſe, than by judging 
zzatly of our National Intereſt, and purſuing it by the beſt Means. 


Now, 


{ 11.) | 
New, I muſt be ſo free with my Countrymen, as to declare, that 
in my Op nion, no Nation in the World enjoys ſo many natural 
Advantages, as God's kind Providence has bleſs' d us with; and no 
Nation is fo inſenſib e of their true Intereſt. Our Situation, as an 
Hand, is a great Security to us from foreign Violence. Our Soil 
produces more of the Nece//aries of Lite uch as Beef, Salmon, 
 Tallow, Leather, Tin, &c., than any other Country in the World, 
and which other Nations will have at almoſt any Price that we 
' thall think fit to ſet upon them; though it is not by a Tax 
upon any of thoſe Things that Mr. Vebber propoſes to bring in 
ſo many Millions from Foreigners, And as this Nation will pur- 
ehaſe of other Nations the Conweniences and the Luxuries of Life, 
it is right Policy to ſuffer them to be brought in as cheap as 
- poſlible, inſtead of loading them with heavy Duties, which im- 
eriſh and weaken; not only the Subject, but the King in fs, 
If our Trade were thus condu ded, our Import, upon the whole, 
tho* they carried Money ot of the Nation, would not be of much 
Prejudice, becauſe we could export many of .thoſe Goods. again, 
bring back profitable Returns, and make ourſelves the Carriers of 
Europe. . And, farther, by thus eniarging our Commerce, we encreaſe 
our Shipping, and provide a conitant Supply for our Navy. *Tis trus, 
Taxes muft be rais'd for the Support of the Government, but if-we 
can, as undoubtedly we might, make Foreigners pay them, we ſave 
ſo much Money to the Nation, add ſo much to our own S 
and take as much from them. r 
Our oo for Clothing is, to all the World, as much a ſts | 
of Life as any thing elle and more peculiarly the Growth of our 
own Country, than any thing, becauſe the midling Sort of Cloths; 
for the Uſe of the Hulk ot Mankind, cannot be made. without it, 
{nor any Sets manufactur'd to any Pezfection] and, therefore, if 
we be wiſe enough to manufaQture our own Wool at Home, we 
muſt have the ſerving all the World with this Kind of Woollen 
Goods. " | * le. 47 
How much more profitable this Branch of Trade would be than 
any other, is worth enquiring, and eafily prov'*d.- I defire the 
Reader to remember that it was the WooLLENn Trade that for- 
merly enrich'd Flanders, and now enriches French Flanders. and 
France to ſo great a De : that it was the Moollen Trade that en- 
abled Us to ſupport ſuch a long War in King William and Queen- 
Anne's Reign, and at the End of it to be richer than when we began- 
it; and that the Reaſon why the Woollen Trade was, during that 
Time, in ſo flouriſhing a Condition, was, becauſe France could not 
then have any of our aunmanufactur d Wool | i 64 4368 
But let us enquire into the Nature of the Woollen Manufactu- 
ries, and we ſhall eafily perceive how, the, Advantages of them 
came to be ſo ſuperior to thoſe of any other Branch of Buſmeſs. 
The Riches of a Nation ariſe out of the Labour of the People 
exported to foreign Markets. If our People can be employ'd, and 
we can find Cuſtom abroad for the Goods. manufactur'd — ; 


then the more populous we are, K richer we are; but a * 
| | | > 2 


* 
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of People an are a Burthen, as this Nation feels ſen · 
{bly 4. . ws if our Wool were kept and manufaRur'd at 
Home, all our People might be employ'd in the Woollen Munu- 

es, and their Wages paid by Foreigners in the Purchaſe of 
the Goods. I ſhall give the Reader a amal Specimen of the Num- 
ber of Hands employ'd in manufacturing our Wool, which, by 
Multiplication, would ſhew him how many the whole Growth of 
our Country would employ. For Inſtance, Three Packs of Wool, 
weighing 729 Ib. manufattur'd into Broad Cloths, Camblets, Ser- 
ges, Hoſe, &c. on a moderate Computation, one Sort with ano- 


ther, employ 450 Perſons, (I might ſay a great many more, almoſt 


Goo, but I am willing in al! my Calculations to keep within Bounds) 
ſuch as Combers, Scriblers, Stock-Carders, Spinners, i eauers, Ful- 
ders, Burlers, Dyers, Dreſſers, and Preſſers, who, upon an Ave- 
rage, will earn, each Perſon, 5 5. a Week; the whole amounting 
to 112 J. 10 . Now the Growth of Great-Britain and Ireland 8 
Wool being above a Million of Packs (as will be prov'd ; ) if three 
Packs will employ 450 Hands, and their Labour produces 112 /. 
10 3. a Week, any one that underſtands Figures may ſoon ſee how 
many a Million of Packs will employ, and how much they will earn 
in a Week, a Month, or a Year. | 

I a „now, to the Gentlemen in the /i/4-» Buſineſs, (which 
I apprehend to come neareſt to the Wooten Trade, for the Number 
of Hands concern'd in manufacturing it) whether that can employ 
ſo many. Beſides, Sill not being of our on Growth, ſuch a Quantit 
of it as is neceſſary to employ an equa/ Number of Hands, would 
carry more Money out of the Nation in the Inportation of it, 
than the Yoo! which we fell to Foreigners will bring into it: So 
that the Difference of the Price of the Materials would be ſo much 
Loſs to Us. I mean that the raw $;lh, for employing 100 Han 
ſuppoſe, would coſt us more, than ſo much anmanufatur'd Woo 
would fetch from Foreigners. From this State of the Caſe, 
it appears that we had better —_— all the Hands that we can ſpare, 
in the Woollen Manufacturies, an Silben Goods 3 
tur d, than manufacture them aur ſelwes, for as much as the Labour 
of the Hands employ'd in manufacturing Wool, would be more than 
we ſhould give Foreigners for their Labour in manufacturing Silk. 
Beſides the Silken Goods, that we make at Home, are almoſt for our 
own Conſumption, conſequently, but few of them being exported, 
Except to our Plantations, but little Profit can ariſe to us from the La- 
bour employ*d in them. 

To ſhew this Matter in another Light. The higheſt Price 
that Wool bears at preſent is, 5 J. a Pack, weighing 240 40. The 
Product, therefore, of 20 Packs, exported to France unmanufactur d, 
will be, no more than 100 J. But 20 Packs, in King William 
and Queen Anne's Reigns, when we manufaQur'd it ourſelves, ſold 
for 12 to 16/7. a Pack. Taking it at the loweſt, at 12 J. a Pack, 
which Price Wool would again yield the Sheep-Maſter, in three 
or four Years Time, (if the 8 of it were ſtopp'd) the 20 
Packs which now fell for no more than 100 J. would fell for 


240 J. 
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140 J which makes 1407. Difference to the Sheep-Maſter only. 
Ihe Labour in manufa#uring theſe 20 Packs, at 3 5..4 d. each Pound 
of Woo upon an Average ( tho? it really. comes to 5 5. ) amounts 
to 720 / ſo that the whole Loſs to the Nation is 860 J. in every 20 
Packs that are exported unmanufatur'd. * * 

But this is not all. The 100 J. which the French give for theſe 
20 Packs of Wool is not paid in Specie, but in SJ, Brandy, &c. 
run into the Nation 4p Now, if ave loſe, and give the 
French, in every 20 Packs of Wool exported to them unmanu- 
fe ur'd, 860 J. what muſt be the Conſequence of giving them ſo 
many 100,000 Packs as we give them year y? what a great 
Loſs is this to the Government, in the Duties upon the Goods that 
would be imported in Return for ſome of our Moollen Manifuctures. 
To inſtance only in the Levant Trade to 2 and 1taly. ow 
almoſt loſt to ws, and in the Hands of the French.) We to 
bring from them, in Return for Moollen Goods, raw Silks, Cotton, &. 
all regularly paying Duty to the Government. Theſe Goods 
wou Id employ and maintain many of our Poor in manufacturin 
them. And are not ſuch Imports, as theſe, manufaQur'd afte 8 

y ourſe ves, and applied to the real Uſes of Life, preferable to 
— 7 1 Which we can do full as well —. Beſides 
| theſe Means we enlarge our Commerce, employ our Ship- 

in 9220 breed Sailors for the Defence of the Kiogdom., Theſe 
Pact and Conſequences are undeniable. But the Profits: ariſing from 
the Woollen Manufauries will be farther ſet. forth under the next 
Head of Enquiry, from a Calculation of Mr. London's. Let us there- 
fore attend to the Condition of theſe Vaollen Manyfa@uries,' MER 
and in France; with the great Loſs that ave ſuſtain, and the immenſe 
Profits which the French gain thereby. The great Decay of 
them here may be prov'd many Ways. we bc: 

1. As Mr. Webber, in his five Liters concerning the 4 | 
tze Woollen Trade, has obſerved, . there can be no more Wool ma- 
nufuctur d than what is cond, ſeribled and carded ;- and it is 

ell kgown that there is not a fourth Part of the Number of Combers, 

criblers and Carders, that uſed to be; from whence it is plain 
that there is not a fourth Part of the Quantity of Woollen Goods 
zow made, that were made former. N — . 

2. From the Exports, Mr, London gomputes that all our Wool 
and Labour, that is conſumed at Home, and ſent Abroad, does not 
amount to above 14 Millions Sterling. How much larger they were 
In the Year 1698 any one may imagine, from What Mr. Webber has 
teſtified upon his own Knowledge, at p. 17 of his five Letters. He 
tells us there, that at Brijto/-Fair, only, in eight Days Time the 
Dutch and Spaniſh Merchants and Factors bought above 150,608  / 
Pounds worth of Woollen Goods, heſides what was carried from 
Bridgewater in a Dutch Dogger. Upon which he obſerves very 
uſtly, that we have all imaginable Reaſon to think that Minehgad, 
Barn ſtable, Bitheford, Topſham, or Exon ; that along the South Chan- 
nel, London, Backing, and Braintree, Norwich and Yarmouth, fold. . 


proportionable Quantities for Exportation, 
Property | N 


as 
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ders going, as they uſed to 


0 
3. We have none of thoſe 9 and Spaniſß Merchants and Fac- 


to the Manufacturers Houſes in the 
Country, to buy the Goods in the Places where they were manu- 
ä nor any I es of the Manufacturer's refuſing ready 
Money from thoſe Foreigners, and keeping their Goods in their 
Ware houſes for the Supply of their Home Cuſtomers. On the con- 
Trary, they are forced to ſend them to Blackwelk Hall, there to 
Pay Houſe- Rent, to give Diſcouxt Money to their Factors, becauſe 
they can't wait till Goods are fold, and ſometimes to take 
eel in lieu of Money, Theſe known Facts undeniably prove a vaſt 


Decay of the Trade, | 


4. The State of Foreign Coin, among us is another plain Proof, 
About the Time that Mr. Webber mentions, it was as current as our 
own, and now you can ſee none in any Payments, unleſs it be Per- 
#ugal Money; and the Reaſon is, becauſe by the Loſs of our Wool: 
len Trade in other Nations, the Balance is 2 us. In France, 
as I have been informed by Eye- Mitneſſes, Engliſb Guineas are as 
common as Portugal Pieces are here, 5 . 
5. Which is r eyident by the great Scarcity of our 028% 
Coin. I am acquainted with many of the London Traders, who 
ee in their Accounts of the State of the Kings in general, that 
never knew any Thing like the preſent Want of Money; for 
which Reaſon ſeveral of Som are going to leave off Buſineſs, I 
have been in many Parts of the Kingdom, and haye had this me- 
lancholy Truth confirm'd to mg by Gentlemen and Farmers, One 
in particular aſſur'd me lately, that he expects next Year to have his 
whole Eſtate thrown upon his Hands; and ſaid he queſtion'd whe. 
ther, when the King's Tax was paid, There would be a otitting 297 
inthe Pariſh, In Town there is the ſame Complaint of the 'Deadneſy 
of Trade, and the Scaxcity of Money; all owing to the Decay of 
the Woollen Manufafturies, which us'd to give a briſk Circulation 
to all other Branches of Trade and Commerce, by a free Circulation 
of Foreign Money, and having the Balance of our National Trade on 
aur Side, whereas now our Specie is exported for Foreign Goods. 
6. The vaſt Increaſe of the Number of our Poor ſhews it heyond 
Contradiction. Mr. Webber tells us, upon the Authority of a Noble 
Peer, who was at the Expence of ing an Eſtimate, that we, 
had four Years ago, above a Million upon the Rates, capable of 
working; and every Pariſh knows, to their Coſt, that they have 
been yearly increaſing ever ſince. But, | bt 
7. Let any one examine, particularly, the State of thoſe Towns 
where the Woollen Manufacturies have been carried on, and he 
will ſee their moſt flouriſhing Towns reduced to perfect Beggary by 
the Loſs of their Trade. It is poſſible that in ſome feav Places the 
Woollen Buſineſs' may have been lower then it is at preſent, but 
then it is not ſo high as it has been, even in thoſe Places: Neither, 
if it were otherwiſe, would a particular Inſtance or two, ſignify any 
Thing tothe General State of the Kingdom. | 
If ave have loſt our Woollen Trade, into what Hands is it fallen? 
Several Nations come in for a ſmall Share of the Manger, but 
rance 
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France has the Bulk of it; as appears by Mr. Man's Journal of 
the State of their Manufacturies in the Year 32, which muſt be 
greatly improved fince ; and therefore to ſhew, at one View 

our 15 7 and their Gain, I ſhall tranſcribe a Calculation out of 
Mr don's Pamphlet. According to a very moderate Compu- 
tation the French have, yearly, 500,000 Packs of our Wool un- 
manufactur d; with which can work up twice as much of 
their own, The immenſe Detriment arifing from hence to zs, and 


the fill larger Profit accruing to them, he ſets forth in the following. 


A Mil. Packs 
of Wool, (tor 
ſo = 4 33 
e cy N. As now ſold, ſuſfer d Þ | 
be grown here) > 16,000,000 J. a. J ooo, oo 
2 __ | to go abroad —3 „ 
cof.fin'd to our 
own Manufac- b 
tures, at 16 /. TY 
The Labour and Pro- 

The Labour | fit of $06,000 Packs | 
and Profit : man here, | 
workiogit at > 40,000,000 J. & under the Diſadvan- 10,000,000l 
ſuch Times I tages mentioned at 
at 40 J. half Wages, 20 J. 

— per Pack 

56, ooo, ooo 4. 14, ooo, ooo | 


Ts to our Diſadvantage 42,000, 


Whereby it appears, that the Nation loſes no leſs than Forty-two 
Millions Sterling yearly, befides what the Landed Intereit ſuffers by 
the Poor, and Rates made to pn them, which, by the further 
Decay of our ManufaQures, will, in. Time, become ſo numerous, 
that the Revenues of all the Lands together will not be found ſuffi- , 
cient to maintain them. On the other Hand, France, by getting 
over 500,000 Packs of our Wool, can work up a Million and Halt, 
it being on all Hands agreed, that one Pack of ours is ſufficient to 
work up two of theirs, and ſuppoſe we reckon but 35 J. per Pack 
for their Labour in working it, then the Labour of a Million and 
Half of Packs, at 35 /. per Pack, amounts to Fifty two Millions and 
Half Sterling. And that they do work up ſo much may well be 
* or they certainly will import no more of our Wool than 
is abſolutely neceſſary for them. a 

If any one ſhoyld, as I make no doubt, but many will, be ſhock d 
at the Quantity of Wool, ſuppos'd to grow in Great-Britain and 
Ireland, it is I think, made highly probable by the following Ac- 
count, taken from the ſame Author. 


2 — —abfbä— eee ee 1 
Even our Manufa@ure yielded twice the Price formerly as at 
reſent, 3 
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un That there are a Million of Packs of Wool growing yearly il 
_ ® Great- Britain and Ireland is op of = 800 5 * | 
It appears by the To!l-Looks that there are brought into Smith-, 
Field Market for Slaughter, to ſerve Londor, within the Bills of 
Mortality, 36,000 Sheep and Lambs, Weekly. Now allow 6000 
of theſe, throughout the Seaſons, to be Lambs, and that there are 
30,000 Sheep ilaughterd one Week with the other, then the reſt 
of England is generally computed to contain about ſeven Times as 
many Inhabitants as London, within the Bills. But ſuppoſing it 
contains only fix Times as many, and that accordingly there are 
210,000 Sheep ter'd in England Weekly ; and likewiſe, that 
4 Years Sheep are kept for Stock, or that are always in Be. 
ing four Times more than are thus ſlaughter'd, as is uſual with 
Sheep-Maſters to compute, and allowing every Sheep; one with 
another, to bear four Pounds of Wool, and every | 
Pack to weigh 240 lb. then the yearly Wool of 5 BSapland. 
— according v0 this Computation ns 3* 2 packs 728,008 
Now in the Country throughout England, Peo- 
— pas as much on Fleſh as in 'Town, and 


inking leſs, they generally exceed them in the 
Quantity they eat. | = 
ben, as Scotland is of leſs Exterlt, and leſs | 
fruitful than England, admit there are but one Ceotland. | 
Quarter Part of the Sheep in it, and it amounts C Packs 182,000 
to ws * 


Then as Ireland is not one fourth Part leſs than 
England, but is full as ſertile, and taken up 
chiefly with Feeding it hath been judged by ſome 
who have taken great Pains thoroughly to in- W 
form themſelves, that it hath near as many Sheep pa 1 " 6. 3 
in it as there are in England; but ſuppoſe we ſay, 3% 
only half the Quantity that Exg/and produces, 
wiz. 364,000 Packs, the whole amounts to One 
Million, and Two hundred and ſeventy four 
thouſand Packs — 


Sum Total. Packs 1 »27 4,000 


VN. B. In this Calculation is not included the Wool of Sheep con- 
tinually ſlaughter'd, call'd Ye/ Wool, nor the Wool of Lambs. 


I have, already computed the Profit arifing from the Labour of 
manufacturing a Million of acks only, I ſhall here ſubjoin a Cal- 
culation of the Share that F-r+i2ners would pay of this Profit to us, 
Two hundred and fifty thouſand Packs of Wool, yearly, the 
fourth Part of the Growth of Great Britain and Ireland, will cloath 
Thirteen or Fourteen Mill ons of People one with another, which is 
more than the Number of our Inhabitants are fuppoſed to amount 
to; ſo that three Parts in four of our Manufactures would be ex- 
ported, and bring home Money in Return, to the Amount of 1 

' ” 8 5 


' 
— 


: . 


3 - 6:8 ) 

than Thirty Millions Sterling, for the bare Labour in manufacturing 
thoſe Seven Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Packs, befides the Value 
of the Wool itſelf, unmanufaftur'd, which is reckoned at twelve 
Millions more, in all amounting to Forty-two Millions, all ari 
from one ſingle Branch of our Trade, and far exceeding the Value 
— all the Branches of Trade belonging to This, or any other 

ation. ; | | ; 8 

If therefore we were ſo wiſe, and juſt to ourſelves, as to preſerve 
this Bleſſing, we might be the richeſt and the molt powerful Nation 


in the World, eaſed of our preſent Load of Foor's Rates, and Taxes, - 


and inſtead of being deſerted and defpiſed, again reſpected, dreaded, 
and courted by our Neighbours, {ag * i 
Sometime ago our Poor amounted to One Million and Four Hun- 
dred Thouſand ; the Decay of Trade ſince that Time, and the 
Severity- of this lak Year may fairly be ſuppos'd to have enereaſed 
the Number to two Millions; if we go on thus encreaſing our Poor, 
and leſſening our Incomes by a farther Decay of our Trade, how 
ſhall we be able to maintain them ? Almoſt every Thing is taxed, 
and high too, if we go on to loſe our Trade, how ſhall the neceſſary 
Expences of the Government be ſupported? How ſhall Fleets and 
Armies, for the Defence of the Kingdom, be maintain'd ? All the 
Land in the three Kingdoms Will not do it. Nothing but Trade, and 
nothing but the Voollen Trade can do it. ng tet | 
From the preceding Particulars, ' viz. the Conſequences of Trade, 
as to the Wealth and Strength of any Nation, the 8 Superio- 
rity, in theſe Reſpects, of the MWosllen Trade above all other 
Branches of Trade, the great Decay of the Woollen Trade in Eàg- 
land, and the Growth of it in France; from hence it muſt appear, 
to any one who is capable of ſeeing at all, that unleſs we take im- 
mediate Care to recover it, me muſt become a Prey to that ambi- 


. tious Nation. The Diſpofitions and Deſigns of France; after ſuch 


open Attempts for Uni verſal Monarchy, can hardly be denied by 


the moſt. Frenchified Engliſhmen. Their Pofeſſions of Friendſbip 


cannot be of Weight with any but ſuch as are inclin'd to their In- 
tereſt, . They are making all poſſible Preparations for a State of 


open Enmity, and then the Maſk will be taken off. If any well- 


meaning Reader doubts of ' their real Deſigns, let him read a Pam- 
phlet publiſh'd laſt Year, and entitled French Counſels deflrudive to 
Bngland, in ſeven Letters to Sir Their Intentions, there. 
fore, being indiſputable, the only Thing to be confider'd is, their 
Capacity to put their Deſigns in Execution. And I aſk any one 
to tell me what ſhould prevent it, if, inftead of taking the proper 
Meaſures for our Safety, we continue to furniſh them with the 
Means for accompliſhing it. We have ſeen what Riches ariſe from 
Trade and Commerce, and how inſeparable Riches and Strength are 
from one another; and yet we ſuffer the French to inrich themſelves 
by a Trade which they cannot carry on without our Leave, while 
we are growing poor and weak by the Loſs of it. We are ſenfible 
of the Weight of Publick Debts, and yet voluntarily load ounſe/ves' 


with Taxes, when we might make others pay them, and clear our- 
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ſelves, in a few Years, of all Incumbrances ; while heir Finances: 
are not only difincumbred, but their King, as they are fond to 
© boaſt, is continually putting Money into our Funds, and, the 
Help of our Wool, will ſoon be able to engroſs ſo large a Share of 
them, that by drawing out he will be able, as ſoon as their Deſign 
ſhall be ripe tor Execution, to leave us defenceleſs. If we com- 
pare the Number, or Condition of zhezrs, and our Forces, what is 
the Compariſon ? For Number, there is none; for Condition, very 
lifle ——Our only Security conſiſts, in our Naval Forces, but Ex. 
rience has taught us, that the Winds can render it uſeleſs. — 
However, for Fear the Elements fou/4 be on our Side, we are 
taking the 2% Meafures for weakening our own Fleet, and 
argen that of the Freuch. We are giving up our Trade 
and Commerce, which are the proper Nurſery for it; we are, with 
VVV 
rench, by our Folly, are daily encreaſing both their Trade, and 
their Riches, ſo very faſt, that they will ſoon be able to build, or 
buy and maintain as large a Fleet as they p'eaſe ; and all, who know 
any Thing of what is doing in France, know, that they are both 
building and buying Men of War as faſt as poſſible. Laſt Year they . 
built 19, and bought others. Laſt Year, too, they began to exer - 
ciſe their Seamen, by ſending out a Fleet; as they ate preparing 
to do again, —lt is true, they ve, as yet, no Harbours for 
Ships of Force on our Channel, but they have been hard at Work 
„ in making ſome, particularly at Gravelines, which is as well fituated as : 
5 Dunkirk. They are making another at Cherburgh near La- Hegus. 
"nn If we conſider the State of England and Ireland, the Proſpect 
0 is but a melancholy one. In Erg/and we are unhappily divided 
| = in Caſe: 


1 into Parties, ſo imbitter'd againſt one another, 
I | of Need, common Danger would ſcarce be able to unite them againſt 
it the Common 17777 The Marks of Inf; that have been ſet upon 
it a great Part of the Kingdom, for not liking and oppoſing ſome of 
| 
| 


the publick Meaſures, muſt have occaſion'd Reſentments, and a 
general Diſcontent is the Natural Conſequence of a general Decay of 
our Trade, which is the Life and Soul of our publick Welfare. But 
if we were united, ſuch is the general Diſpoſition of the Na- 


| tion, they have not thoſe Principles of Activity and Bravery, 
| which have heretofore animated Engliſb Hearts, and firengthened, 
| | Engliſh Hands. The Love of Liberty, and a Senſe of Religion, in 
is many, are quite loſt, in moſt are greatly weakened. ——But this 
i is not all. 'The French ſeem to have a conſiderable Party here in 
i her Intereſt. Mr. Webber aſſures me that an Officer bolonging to 
|| the Cuſoms has own'd to him, more than once, and with great 
| Concern, that he was ob/ig'd to go on Board and ſee Wool ſhipp'd, 
in which he knew to be bound for France. How, and why, Joslas 
| Tuoursox was render'd incapabie of ſerving his Majeſty, and 
38 afterwards run thro' the Body in Germain-Street, the ſame Perſon 
| inform'd me, and is ready to prove, I have, likewiſe, been very 


eredibly inform'd, that a certain Lord, the Son of a certain Great 
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Man, with other Noblemen, gave an Order for 50- Suits of Clo 

at to be ſent for from France. Wales and Scotland 
I know leſs of, but neither of them, I doubt, are fo well /atisfed, 
as could be wiſh'd, with their Condition, and therefore leſs averſe 
than otherwiſe they would be, to a Change of Government. But, 
while I ſay this, I hope that God's Providence will over-rule 
their Paſſions, and make uſe of them for our Safety. This is not a 
q _ Time for Diſcord, but for mutual Affection among our- 
Duty to his Majeſty, and active Zeal for the Good of our Cour 
try. In Treland there are three, if not four Fats to one Proteſtant; 
notdivided, as they were formerly, and headed by the Chiefs of dif- 
ferent Parties, and all fighting againſt one another. Thoſe Head: ate 
now no more, and thoſe Parties are united by being reduced ; and all 
in ſuch a State, that they would think any Change deſireable. They 
are at preſent, indeed, without Arms, or military Knowledge; but 
France and Spain have 15,000 of their Countrymen in pay, who 

may both carry them Arms, and teach em the Uſe of them. Arid 
the miſerable Condition of that Nation, which may make it 
ſo eaſy for France to gain them over to her Intereſt, has been 
owing to a moſt ſtupid Piece of Engliſb Policy, dictated by Aa- 
rice and Fealouſy. The ſeven Letters above-mention'd, demon- 
ſtrate — we have been injuring ourſelves, by cramping and diſtreſ- 

them. 
The Situation of Affairs Abroad carries an Aſpect as unpromiſ- 
_ that at Home. Tho' France is the Grand and Defigning Power - . 

of which Europe ought to be jealous, and againit whoſe growing 

Greatneſs and ambitious Views it is their Intereſt to guard ; ſhe has 

perſuaded them to be directed by her Counſels, and to carry on her 
heme for Univerſal Monarchy. | 3 
The artful Cardinal has found out Means to diſſolve the 
Alliance which was ſuch a Curb to her Ambition, and to 
weaken the Parties of it. By his Intrigues the Emperor has been 
ſtripp'd of Naples and Sicily, reduced to the Neceſſity of purchaſing 
a Peace with F-anc:, at no leſs a Price than giving up Lorrain to 

that Power too great and formidable before, involy'd in a War with 
the Turks, abuſed in the Meaſures of conducting it, deluded and be- 
tray'd- by his treacherous Ally, and at laſt oblig!d to throw himſelf, 
for Protection into the Arms of the French, the Hereditary Enemy 
of his Family, after having giving — to the Turk the Bulwark of 
— and thereby left himſeif more expoſed in caſe of another 
Ih regard to Spain, the French have acted as politick a Part. To 
ſooth the Vanity of the Spaniſb Queen ſhe has made a petty King 
of her Son, and complimented England with the Expence of con- 
ducting nim to his Dominions. She has ſet Spain and England at 
Variance, wnoſe mutual Intereſt it is to be good Friends; that when 
they ſhall have ſufficiently weakened each other, ſhe may make a 
Prey of them both. France is to Spain, what Spain is to Portugal. 
Spain can hinder Pertgal _ aving a Communication with 
7 any 
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can ſtop up her Communication by Land, and muit have her 


| ' {80 ) | 
any other Country by Land, and would have over-run her before this 


Time if ſhe had not been protected by the British Fleet. In the 


fame Manner that San ſurrounds Portugal, France ſurrounds _— 


Mercy, unleſs ſhe has an Ally ſuperior to the French by Sea. But 


if England be deſtroy'd, what other Power can be able to protect 


her ? | * 
Holland has been about as wiſe as her Neighbours, ſo long under 


the Influence of French Counſelt, that ſhe. is, in a Manner, ſubje& to 
French Government. Her I rade is decay'd; the Government is poor, 
and the Nation torn with Factions; their Navy, once the Britiſb Ri- 


val, reduced almoſt to nothing. I need not ſpend any Time in ſetting 
forth their Weakneſs, which is apparent enough from the late 
Language of the French, and the Silence of the Dutch. Their preſent 


| Neutrality is not the Reſult of their Wiſdom, nor the Effect of 


Complaiſance, but the Conſequence of their Fears. They dare 
not interpoſe left they ſhould haften their own Ruin. France 


Has menaced, and Holland trembles. It were no difficult Matter to 


Point out the Progreſs of their Ruin, and open their Motives of 
Action; but it is enough to know the weak Condition to which 


they have brought themſelves. Their Barrier . Towns, which coſt 
them ſo much to keep in Repair and to Garriſon, would ſtand em 


in little ſtead; for as the French can at any Time pour 100,000 


Men into the Au/irian Netherlands, they can eaſily over-run the 


whole Country; and by getting Poſſeſſion of har, they can ſtarve 
thoſe Garriſons, by hindring any kind of Supplies from being ſent 
them. And they can with the more Eaſe do this, by Reaton of 
the Diſaffection of the Inhabitants. They are weary of their Sub- 
jection to the Emperor, who is continually araining them of their 
Money, but unable to protect their Trade, while their Neighbours 


in French Flanders, by Means of the Encouragement given to Their, 


are in a flouriſhing Condition. This has occafion'd ſuch an Incli- 


nation in thoſe Feople to change their Maſter, that they would, 


of themſelves, open their Gates to the French, whenever they ſhou'd 
come with a Force ſufficient to protect them. Within theſe four 


| Years they actually form'd a Deſign to revolt, if the Politick Cardi- 


nal had thought it a proper Time to receive them; but the Empe- 
ror, England, and Holland, not being then ſufficiently reduced, the 


old Alliance might have prov'd, again, too ſtrong for him. An un- 
. ative, or an wnſuece/sful War, and another Years Crop of our 


Wool (which, no doubt, they'll find Means to get) may ripen their 
Projects, and put them upon Action. 1428 
n other Parts of Europe, in Poland, Denmark, and Savedin, theſe 


crafty People have inſinuated themſelves, influenced their Counſels, 


and created Diſturbances, to favour their own Schemes. Only Ru/ſia 
has ated independently, and upon wiſe and ſteady Principles. Alex- 
ander has been juſtly ſtil'd a common Robber, becauſe he laid waſte, 
and plunder'd Nations that he had no more Right to, than I have to 
the Goods, Liberty, or Life of one of my Equals, but —_ has 

en 


( 21 | 
been guilty of as much Ixjuſtice and more Treachery. For the Sake 
of ſubjetting thoſe to her Dominion, who, by the Law of Nature 
and Nations, are independent of her, and enriching herſelf with 
their Wealth, ſhe has been embroiling all Carepe, that, by divi: 
ding and weakening them, ſhe may the more effectually compaſs her 
intended Conqueſts. They have Alexander's Vice of Anbition in the 
higheſt Degree, but not his Virtues of Openne/s and Generofity. 
Yet, this is the Nation that ſome of us court with ſo much Af- 
fection, that we ſerve with ſo much Zeal, that we imitate 
with ſo much Servility.— I would expreſs my Aſtoniſhment, if I 
could think of any Words ſignificant enough to do it ——lt will much 
better become us, in common Deſcretion, to check their growing 
Greatneſs, and to recover our own Trade; which cannot be done 
without putting a Stop to the Fxportation of our unmanufatur” 
Wool to Foreigners. The only ſenſible Queſtion is, not whether it be 
abſolutely neceſſary to do it (ſince that is no Queſtion) and that i- 
- mediately too, but how it can be done 2 Some Gentlemen, 

indeed, of the beſt Underſtanding, for Want of having examined into 
the Matter, were of Opinion, that we might recover our Woollen 
Trade by going to Market as cheap as the French, tho' they do get 
our Wool. But, iſt, How can we work as cheap as the French, 
unleſs our Poor could live as low as theirs, which they cannot 
do? 2dly. If we could awork as cheap, we could not go 10 
Market as cheap, becauſe we, being oblig'd to carry our Goods abroad, 
in large Veſſels, we muſt pay Duties, whereas France, by being on 
the Continent, can run their Goods into the neighbouring Nations 
Duty free, and by that Means fave 10 or 12 per Cent. Beſides, 
.the Wool of France being not of half the,Value or Price, as that 
of Britiſb or Iriſþ Wool, as one Pack of our Wool works up two 
of theirs, and as what Wool our Manufactures buy is paid for in 
| Specie, whereas what they draw from us is paid for in a good Mea- 
ſure by wrought Silk, Rum, Teas, Coffee, Wines, and Brandy, 
&c. — the Frofits on which it comes cheaper to them than even 
to ourſelves, theſe are other Advantages to them, and all together a- 
mount, at leaſt, to 30 per Cent. in their Favour, —3dly. If you 
lower the Price of Labour, you lower the Value of Land, and obſtruct 
the Circulation of a/l Commerce, fince the lower their Wages, the 
leſs Money the Labourers have to purchaſe the Products of the Earth, 
and other Things with; ſo that either — — buy ſo many of 
them, or cannot give ſo good a Price for what they buy, This is ſelf- 
evident. ——4thly. Why ſhould we be at the Trouble of contriving 
Means of going to Market as cheap as the French, and have the Price 
of our Goods — down, when we can at once hinder them from 
going to Market at all, and, by having the Market to ourſelves, be 
able to fix our own Price? ls it not better to have a/ the Trade, than 
only me of it? To employ all our Poor, than only /ame of them? 
To have a high Price for our Goods, than a /ow, or a middling one? 
I am aſham'd to anſwer ſuch Objections as theſe. —But, if it be 
thus neceſſary to prevent the Exportation of our Wool, how can 1c 
be done? A Scheme has been offer'd, and approved, as effeclual, 


Oc 
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fot only' by 'Merebams and Trades. people of the greateſt Knowledge 
in 2 „ not only by — retire both Hoſes of Parlia- 
Sent, but alſo by the Mirifry : And indeed the Scheme ſpeaks for 
itſelf, "for, whenever it ſhall be put in Execution, it will not only 
eaſe Pariſh-Rates, prevent Parih-Law-Suits, and ſuppreſs Vagrarnts 
and Thieves, bat will find Employ for them to maintain them- 
ſelves, and open Ways to Commerce by exporting their Labour; 
tho' ſore little Creatures, hoping to make a Merit of their mean 
Conduct, have induſtriouſly undervalued it, and miſ-repreſented 
the Projector. But if the Scheme be a good one, how comes 
it to paſs that the unfortunate Projector ſhould have ſpent nine Years, 
and a great deal of Money, fo fruitleſsly, in his Application for 
Acceptance? I have nothing to do with the Reaſons and Morives, 
of the Conduct of my Superiors; but, as far as my Memory will 
ſerve me, I ſhall give plain Facts, a ſhort Narrative of Mr. Webber's 
Application and Reception, as he has related it tb me, without mak- 
ing any Comments upon them. | | 
In the Year 31 Mr. Webber applied to his Majeſty, recommended 
| = Above 600,000 Woollen Traders (whoſe Petitions lie now in the 
ake of Newca/#e's Office) for a Charter to himſelf and Company, 

to prevent the Exportation of unmanufactur'd Wool ro Foreigners 
by an Univerſal Regiſtry, His Majeſty was moſt graciouſly pleas'd 
by, and with the Advice of his Counſel, to grant his Requeſt, and 
pave Inſtructions to the Then Attorney-General to report, or form a 

harter for That Purpoſe : But he being of Opmion, that though it 
was the undonbted Prerogative of the Crown to grant - Charters, 
and by Virtue of his Majeſty's Grant Mr. Webber and Compa 
might have put the Scheme in Execution in the beſt Manner, th 
could, it was expedient to have an Ad of Parliament to veſt 
Patentees with further Powers, than the Charter could convey to 
Them“. Mr. Webber was thereupon adviſed to apply to Parliament, 
| and 


* Some have been pleas'd to ſay, his Majeſiy will not conſent that 
Mr. Webber ſhould nominate the Patentees. They mean, that: | 
ewill not conſent to it, for his MajzesTy has conſented to it, in his 
Order for the Grant of the Charter to Mr. Webber and Company, 
ewhich Order ſtands now upon Record in the proper Office. And his 
Privy Counſel have conſented to it, auben they adviſed his Majeſty to 
grant it. The ſame Perſons ſay (nay, and look grave when they 
fay it) that Mr. Webber. cannot expect to be admitted to ſpeak to his 
Majeſty, but muſt convey what he has to ſay thro' their Interpoſition. 
A Man needs not be @ Conjurer ro underſtand their Deſign. But, as 
it was alavays thought an Inſtance of Wiſdom and Goudneſs in Go- 
vernors to give their Subjects a free Acceſs to their Perſons, and a 
patient Attention to their mode/t Complaints, ſo no aviſe and good 
mouncellors, in former Time, ever obſtructed ſuch Applications. Mr. 
Webber has ſeur the printed Remonſtrance to his Maje/ty at Hanover, 
directed to the Chaplain in auditing, for him to delicver avith his oa 
Hand; and be will likewi/z ſend one of the Pamphlets in the fame 
Mauner, and I hope the Gentleman will faithfully deliver it. 
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aſſur d that he ſhould meet with Succeſs : Neither did he in tha 
175 doubt of the Concurrence of ferry s the Court with his 
Majeſty's Pleaſure, in getting the Charter confirm'd, which they: 
themielves advis'd his Mzjelty, in Council, to grant; eſpe: 
cially as the effectual Execution of the Scheme was of fuck 
Importance to his Majeſty, as well as to the Natign, Accordingly, 
Mr. Webber did apply the very next Seſſion; towards the latter Fug 
of which a certain Gentleman, of Note, in the Parljament-Hayſe: 
came to him in the Gallery, told him there was not Time to paſs 12 
Bill that Seſhon, but that he might be eaſy, and might make the 
People in the Country eaſy, for it ſhould certainly be done the ful. 
lowing Seſion; but immediately after this Declaration to Mr. Hb- 
ber, he whiſper'd another, adviſing him not to ſpend his Time and 
Money in the Affair becauſe it never would be done. This the Per- 
ſon, himſelf, ſome time afterwards, told to Mr. Webber and others 
Encouraged by this Aſſurance the Projector - apply'd again neut 
Seſſion but to as little Purpoſe. Upon theſe Diſappointments hai 
found \\ieans to get Acceſs to his Majeſty, who told hi, bs: 
thaught it had been done . Upon this the Matter was brangh® 
into the Houſe, but nothi g more was done in it, but only 7 
ing the Moollen Bill into the Mancheſter Bill, to which the F 
will not refuie their Conſent. However, Mr. Vebher continued” © 
to ſollicit every Year till 17259, when a Bill paſs'd the Houſe,” 
relating to the Importation of Irie Yarn, which, as Mr. Webber: 
aſſurd them it wou'd, open'd a wider Door for the Exportation of 


our Wool, lower'd the Price of it, embarras'd Trade, and occafian'd: 


ſeyeral to leave off. It was ſaid that this Bill was never intended 
to take Effect, tho' it was ſuffered to paſs, but it did, and a very bad» 
Effect it has produced. But between the Date of this Bill and the. 
Mancheſter Bill ſome remarkable Things happen'd. In the Year 
1733, Mr. Vebber in the Preſence of Mr. Rauda, (from whom I 


have my Information) was offer d 10,0004. in Bank- Bills, if he 


would tell how he would bring the Million yearly. from Foreigners: 
into the Treaſury, and many Millions more into the Intereſt of 
Land and Trade. In 1737 he was offer'd 2a,0004 and his Status 
to be erected by Blackwell-Hall; and the Gentleman, who made: 
the Offer, publiſh'd next Day in one of the News-Papers, that he 
had agreed with the Projector for his Scheme. Juſt the laſt 
Seſſion, he had another Offer made him by the ſame Perſon who 
mace the firit, and he was deſir'd by another to be ready with his 
Scheme againſt their Meeting. From theſe (and more that I 
could cite) Applications to Mr. Webber, it is plain that they had 
an excellent Opinion of the Projector and of his Projection, which, 
I hope, ſome others will take Notice of to their Shame. In March 13, 
1934, Mr. Webber receiv'd a Letter from a former Servant of his, 
then employ'd in the Wool/en Manufacturies in France, wherein he 
gave him the ſame honeſt Advice that the Gentleman, above men- 
tion'd, gave his Countryman in the Gallery of the Houſe of Com- 
mons; aſſuring him, upon the Authority of Count „that it 


would be to no Purpoſe to purſue his Scheme, becauſe it was 40 
| W 
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Fated that France might have as much of our Wool as they pleas'd, 
This Letter Mr. Webber, in Juſtice to his King and Country, carried 
immediately to the Secretary of State's Office, but was there told, 
he had beſt go home and be quiet—— being above his Match. In 
1737, Mr. Webber accidently got a Sight of a Fournal of the State 
the French Manufafuries, made by one Mun, who was ſent over 
r that Purpoſe by Authority. Mr. Webber preſſed the ſaid Mun 
to publiſb his Journnl, but he ſaid the MinisTRry would not ſuffer 
him, This Mr. Randal was a Witneſs to. But finding that Mr. 
Webber was determined to publiſh it from the Copy which he had, 

if the other refus'd any longer, it was then publiſh'd. | 
About this Time Mr. Webber had Aſſurances, that Petitions would 
be ſent up-to the Parliament from moſt cloathing Towns in the 
Kingdom, but Means were contrived 'to prevent it ; and one of the- 
Boroughs in Corawa/ own'd that an Univerſal Regiſtry would moſt 
effectually prevent the Running of Wool; but they were told, if 
it were granted in Charter, their Repreſentatives could not be able 
to get Places for any of them: So, if two or three Scrubs in the 
Corporation could get a Place, France might take the Ning and 


. Kingdom, for all them. It is hard to ſay which was greateſt, their 


Honeſty, or their Poli. But they look'd no further than their firſt 
Year's' Salary. What is to become of them and their Families nex# 

Year they neither know nor care; and are as much afraid of Infor- 
mation, as a Mole is of Light. 

By the Advice of ſome of the beſt Judges he now publiſb' d his 

Scheme, and afterwards drew up, in Writing, the Nature of the 
intended Charter, which all, that have ſeen it, allow to be an ex- 


ang wiſe one, and what would be greatly beneficial to the Pub- 


He once more got Acceſs to his Majeſty, and gave one of the 
Schemes to him, but it was immediately taken out of his Hands, 
the Beef-Eater was reprimanded for _ him Admittance, and 
he went away diſappointed. He likewiſe gave one of them to the 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, and to ſome of the Houſe of Lords. 
The Scheme, as I obſerved, was approv'd of, and highly extoll'd, 
but his Application was ftill fruitleſs. ——After this, he wrote a Let- 
ter tc the Prince of Wales, which the following Remonſtrance, de- 
liver'd at Guild. Hall, gives an Account of. | | 


* 
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To the Right Honourable the Lox D Mayor, the Worſhipful 
Court of ALDERMEN, and the Worthy Common- Council of the 
City of London, the ever faithful Friends of the Crown, and zea- 
lous Promoters of the Publick Welfare, the Earneſt RE Mox- 
STRAncCeof SAMUELWEBBE R, Shewing, From the 
imminent Danger that His Majeſty and the Nation are in, by Rea- 
ſon of the Exportation of our unmanufactur'd Wool, the Neceſſity 
of their Addreſſing His Majeſty, that, agreeable ro His Majeſ'y's 
Promiſe, publiſh'd in the Gazezte of the 8th of May laſt, he would 
be pleaſed to grant the ſaid Samuel Webber Acceſs to his Royal 
Perſon, and an Opportunity of making good what he advanced 
in his Letter to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales. 


N a Pampblet lately publiſb d upon Wool, 1 gave an Hecount 
1 gf the State of our Woollen Manufactures, from the Peace of 
Ryſwick to this Time; ſpewing, by undoubted Facts, that wwe:had 


| always the greateſt Demand from abroad far our Woollen Goods, 


auben the French could not get our unmanufactur'd Wool from us; 
and that then the Price of Wool always roſe at home, when the 
ſmalleſt Quantities of it were exported to France: That the French 
have improved their Woollen Manufactures to /o. great a Degree, 
that they manufacture more of our Wool, than we do Wal hy 
which Means they have carried away our Trade to all Parts. wuhere 
wwe traded, to the' great Enrichment of that powerful and ambitiaus 
Nation, and the impoweriſbing our own. 1 obſerv'd, that unleſs an 
immediate Stop be put to the Exportation of our Wool unmanufactur'd, 
and Eucouragement given to manufacturing it exrſelves. His Ma- 
jeſty and the Nation muſt unavoidably be ruin d in a li:tle Time. At 
the Ed of the Pamphlet I publiſbd an effetual Scheme to prevent 
the Exportation of our Wool unmanufaQur'd 20 Foreigners, and hawe 
undertaken to bring from Foreigners one Million, of Pounds yearly clear 
into His Majeſty's Treaſury, and above ſeven Milian I might have 
ſaid above twenty Millions} of Pounds yearly to the Intereſ of Land 
and Trade of theſe his Majeſty's Dominions, without the Increaſe of 
one Officer, One would have imagin'd that ſuch à Scheme, at a 


| Time: when the Nation ſtood in ſuch need of it for the Recovery 


our Trade, eſpecially now, when a War with Spain requires /o 
much Money to carry it on, would readily have been accepted; and 
the Projector bountifully rewarded. But in the Dedication. of _ the 
Pamphlet to the. Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Common- 
Council, I informed the Publick, at haw great an Expence and Trau- 
ble I have in vain follicited to. be heard, tho* his Majeſty, when 1 
firſt paid my Duty to bim, was graciouſly plead to receive my 
Propoſals, and directed the then Attorney General to report or form 
fuch a Charter as I deſired; and many of the, Honourable Houſe of 
Commons allowed my Scheme to be tile beſt that could be thought 9. 
1 22 in Hopes that the Publication of theſe Fats, migbt, befare 
this Time, have gained a Hearing before the King and. Parliament, 


about aw Affair of the laſt Importance to the Saftty of both, Bur J 
have not been able 10 obtain 3 Hearing. To jaſtify my hearty Cen- 


cern 
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to be warned of approaching Danger ! 
tion, when declining in its Trade, Wealth, and Strength, and juſt 


Majeſty's Rozal Promiſe, And this I do from a fincere Deſire. 10 
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cern for the Cauſe of my King and Country, I think it proper to pub- 
liſh an Account of the bold Attempt that I made, to ſave them from 
Ruin. Having always been either denied Acceſs to his Majeſty, 
or not allowed Time to inform him of the dangerous Condition of his 
Government, and of the Nation, I wrote à Letter the. zd of May 
aft ſigned A. B. to his Royal Highneſs the Prince, wherein I de- 
clared, (if 1 might hawe the Liberty of calling ſome honourable Per- 
ſons, -well known at Curt, and who knew me, to ſpeak to my Cha- 
rater ) that I could communicate ſomething to his Majeſty, that im- 
mediately concern'd the Safety of his Crown and People : Upon which 
J was promiſed, in the Gazette of the 8th following, that my Re- 
weft ſhould be complied with. Accordingly I went to the Duke of 
N ewcaſtle's Office, my very kind Friend, who knew my Character; 
own'd myſelf the Author of the Letter fign'd A. B. mentioned in the 
Gazette, and ſurrender d myſelf, in order to make good what I had 
Fer d. I was received civilly, diſcharged without the leaſt Mark of 
Diſpleaſure, but ſtill not allowed Acceſs to the King, notwithſlanding 
the publick Promiſe in the Gazette. Hard indeed is the Fate of Mo- 
narchs, when they are not allowed the Liberty of a private Subject, 
Hard the Fate of a Na- 


ready to be made Tributary to a powerful Neighbour, it cannot get 


Friends to exert themſelves time enough to 'prevent its Ruin! And 
our Ruin is the more grievous, becauſe not brought on us by any un- 
foreſeen Accidents, or Inadvertency. 1 have often, at the Hazard of 
* my Reputation in point of common Prudence, in Converſation with 


the Miniſiry, and in Letters to them ; as' alſo in a printed Paper, de- 


Tivered in at the Door of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, ſet forth, 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, the dangerous Conſequence of lofing our Woollen 
"Trade, by letting France have our unmanufactur d Wool ; thereby 


bringing an intolerable Load of unemployd Poor upon our ruinated 


| Eftates, liſing that Wealth and Strength, which alone can ſupport 
_ the Nation and Government, and transferring them to the ambitious 
Houſe of Bourbon, of themſelves too inclinable to accompliſh our 
Ruin, becauſe of our inconſiſtent Intereſts, and too politick to neglect 
the utmoſt Improvement of the leaſt Advantage againſt us. I told the 
. Honourable Houſe, that St. Stephen's Chapel would ſoon be fit for 


nothing, but to ſay High Maſs in. I have often declared our Danger, 
and that we Hall never have ſuch an Opportunity of enriching 
ourſelves, as while France was employed in Poland and ltaly. What 


. good Reaſons there might be for not hearkening to all my preſſing Re- 


mon ſtrances, I muſt leave to conjecure. But what I then offer d 


wy till offer, with the utmof1 Confidence. I then offer d at the Peril of 


my Liberty and my Lift, to make it appear, that without an Alte- 
ration of Meaſures the Government muſt be overturned, and the 
Nation ruined. If I could not have demonſtrated this, I defired no 


| Mercy: And I preſume, If Thad flood in need of any, when I ſure 
render d myſelf to the Secretary of State, © I ſhould have found none. 


1 now upon the ſame Terms, humbly crave the Performance of His 
fave 
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fave my KING andCOUNT R YT from inevitable Deflru#ion : 
For, in my Fudgment, if aue ſuffer France to get another Crop of our 
Wool from us, and clap up a Ceſſation of Arms, after ſuch an im- 
menſe Expence to prepare for a vigorous War, the Deſtruction of bath 
muſt be inevitable, | s 


I am, 
My Lord, and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
And reſpectful, 
Humble Servant, 


Samuel Webber. 


Tf this Remonſtrance had produced, as he might very reaſonably 
expect, an Aadreſi to his MajesTY, and a Petition to the Parlia- 
ment, ſuch isthe juſt Influence of their Example over other Boroughs, 
it would not have been in any one's Power to have prevented other 
Addreſſes and Petitions from following Thezrs, 

The Citizens of London are ſo worthy a Body of Men, and 
have ated with ſo much prudent Zeal for the publick Good, I have 
the moſt affectionate and reſpectful Regard for them; but I cannot 
but expreſs ſome Degree of Amazement, as well as Concern, that 
upon ſo preſſing and moving an Application, they ſhou'd do nothing 
at all in an Affair that much better deſerved their Notice than any 
Thing elſe that ever did, or even can come before them. As I am 
unwilling to part with any Share of that Eſteem for them, which 
has given me ſo much Pleaſure, I am endeavouring to account for 
this Conduct in a Manner as little to their Diſadvantage as poſſible. 
I immediately took the Benefit of an Obſervation of Mr, Webber's, 
and Mr. London's; they obſerve, that the Woa/len Trade has been 


ſo _ loſt, that the very Knowledge of what it was in its Glory, 


and of its at Importance, not only to the Proſperity, but to the 
very Being of the Nation, is loſt with it, But ſo much good Senſe, 
as they have ſhewn on other Occaſions, ſhou'd have led them to 
read what had been written upon ſuch a Subject, and to hear what 
the Projector had to ſay when he ſo fairly offered to explain, and fo 
confidently undertook to defend, whatever appear'd unintelligible, 
or incredible, Whether any will give themſelves the Trouble to 
read what I have taken the Pains to write, or what Effect it may 
have I cannot ſay ; but I can call God to Witneſs, that I write 
from full Conviction, and with the moſt upright Intention; not 
from any perſonal Diſobligations, or with any Party Views. I 
am entirely ſatisfied that the King and the Nation muſt unavoidably 
be undone, unleſs an immediate Stop be put to the Exportation of 
our Wool, and that nothing but _ Univerſal Regiſftryin Charter _ 
D 2 5 | 
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effectually do it, I gave a Hint that this honeſt and ingenious Pro- 
jeQor ſeems to be raiſed up by a particular Act of Providence to {ave 
us from Ruin, He has found out what nobody could contrive, 

tho' many have rack'd their Invention ever fince Queen Elizabeth's 

Time; and this Scheme is far, very far (of my own Knowledge I 

ſ] it) from being all that he can propoſe to the Government for 

the Intereſt of his Majeſy, and the Welfare of the Community. In 

ſhort, I never yet converſed with any one who ſeems to me, to un- 

derſtand Trade and Commerce in general ſo well, or how to improve 

the Trade and Intereſt of this Kingdom in particular; and I never 

yet met his Superior, hardly his Equal, in Integrity. He was told 

that he would, but once, repent his not coming into the Propoſals 

that have been made him ; but not the 200 Million that we might 

have ſav'd by keeping our Wool at Home; not the more than 

twice that Sum, which France has acquir'd by getting it 3 nothing 

can make him repent his having endeavour'd to fave his King and 

us - from Ruin. 

I find it a common Objection, even among thoſe who wiſh well 
to their Country, that if we hinder France from having our Wor, 
they'll declare War with us, and we ſhall be very much diſfreſſed 
by ſuch a War. A War, I grant, may be the Conſequence, tho' 
a War declar'd, by France, on ſuch an Occaſion, would be as no- 
torious a Violation of common Fuſtice as ever was practiſed, I will 
not ſay by any Chriſtian Nation, but by any Nation that profeſs'd 
any Principles of Morality. Becauſe we will not ſuffer them to be 
Thieves and fleal our Wool, will they turn open Robbers, and take 
it by Force? Becauſe we will not ſufer them to have the moft v 
Iuable Part of the Products of our Country, to which we have an 
abſolute Right, will they violently take the v, make Slaves 
of us, or deſtroy us? And ſhall we tamely reſign up our All, and 
Ourſelves, to the Demands of «juft Violence, without one Struggle 
for it? If we are in a weak Condition u, Year, we ſhall be in 
a much weaker the next Year, upon the preſent Footing. If 
France be ſo ſtrong now, let them have our Vool, and they'll be 
ſtronger every Day, and therefore the ſooner they quarrel with us 
for refuſing them our Wool, we ſhall be the better able to defend 
ourſelves. And if we only act deferfroely againſt Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion, and in Defence of the whole Proteſtant Religion, which 
depends upon the State of England, have we not the more Reaſon 
to expect the Bleſſing of Prowidence upon our Arms? But how can 
we be ſaid to be defencele/s with a Navy of 200 Sail of Men of 
War? A War with France would, no doubt, be grievous, but would 
not the Loſs of our E/ates, our Liberties, and our Religion be more 
grievous ? For my own Part, I had rather die Sword in Hand, 
than live ingloriouſly; and Time has been when this was the na- 
tural Sentiment of an Engliſman. How our Neighbours would 
behave in caſe of a Rupture, it is difficult to gueſs ; but how they 
ought in common Prudence to act, Common Senſe will eafily ſee, 
If France ſhould ſubdue Great. Britain, in all human Appearance, 
nothing can prevent het from acquiring Univerſal Monarchy ; 3 

On- 
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Conſideration will procure us Allies, in Time of Need, the? we have 
been told, we have none at preſent. I do not mention any Reaſons of 
Gratitude for former Services, becauſe they will weigh but little in 
the Scale, but their own Deſtruction being the neceſſary Conſequence 
of ours, ſurely they might be prevail'd on to lay aſide their Jealouſy, 
and unite againſt the common Enemy. The Balance of Power 
muſt be either in Great-Britain, or France. If it be in France, 
we have ſeen what uſe they'll make of it; never reſt till they 
have got the whole of it. It was never the Aim, nor can it ever 
be the Intereſt of Great-Britain, to conguer her Neighbours. Wealth 
and Power would make us only more able Friends and Afiftants. 
They have found us ſuch heretofore, and they will too ſoon, 

haps, repent that they have contributed towards our preſent — 


It /. | ; 

By Way of Conclufion, there are two Sorts of e that IT 
would apply myſelf to. Thoſe who really mean to Wool, 
and thoſe who do not. It may ſeem to ſome a very ſtrange Sup- 
poſition to imagine that there can be any Man in Egland ſo ig- 
norant, as not to know that the Exporration of it muſt be our 
Ruin; or that any private Conſiderations ſhould be able to induce 
any one that has Reaſon and Humanity about him knowingly to 
conſent to the Ruin of his Country. If this Pamphlet ſhould fall 
into the Hands of any ſuch, I would defire them, if they pretend 
that they do not mean to beggar us“, and to give us up a Prey to 
our Enemies, to anſwer what I have ſaid in a rational Way; (I 
defy them to do it) for calling Mr. Webber a Madman, and his 
Scheme a wild and impracticable Chymæra, will not top the Pro- 

eſs of our growing Poverty and Weakneſs, nor prevent the Con- 
— of our Inability to defend ourſelves againft Foreign 
Power. Will Party Prejudice fill the Hungry, or cloath the N ? 
Will it maintain Fleets and Armies? Can ave withont Force de- 
fend ourſelves againſt Force? Or does Strength conſiſt in Weakne/; ? 
] here is no Medium, therefore. If they are not for ſtopping of 
Wool, they muſt intend (if they have any Thought at al about 
the Conſequence of ep g it) to give up the King and the Na- 
tion to France, ſince that is plainly the neceſſary Conſequence, I 
would aſk them, then, upon what Inducement they would give us 
up? Or, how can it be their perſonal Intereſt to do it? A be Peo- 
= perhaps, might get by ſuch a Change of the Government, 
but it is impoſſible that the Generality of thoſe who /eem to be diſin- 
clin'd to the ſtop ing of Wool, ſhould find their Account in it, or 
expect to live ſo happily under a French Yiceroy, and French 
Laws, as they may do under our own Government, adminiſter'd 


by 


— 


* It can be proved that a certain Perſon made no Scruple, many 
Years ago, to declare a French Government to be the beſt, that the 
Nation ought to be kept poor, in order to be kept humble; and 
that he would a& agreeeable to his Opinion ; and 555 Subſequent Con- 
duct hath but too ſtrongly prov d the Sincerity of his Declaration. 


— — 
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by a Proteſtant Prince, in ſuch Plenty as we might abound in if we 


would but take proper Meaſures for the Recovery of our Trade “. 
As to thoſe that are fincere Friends to their Country, and are 


convinced of the abſolute Neceſſity of putting a Stop to the Expor-- 
tation of our Wool to Foreigners, and yet are as indolent, unactive, 


and unconcern'd about it, as if it were a Matter of little Weight, 
or that may as well be done at any other 'Time as now, I know 
not how to reconcile their Conduct to Common Senſe, or how to 
apply myſelf to ſuch inconſiſtent People. If, by their Folly, they 
were to ruin only themſelves, they would hardly deſerve the Com- 
paſſion of a wiſe Man ; but it is extremely hard and provoking, 
that thoſe who are awake and willing to exert themſelves for their 
Preſervation, ſhould, in ſpite of all that they can do, be yet un- 
done, becauſe they cannot rouſe others out of their Letbargy. If 
they do not fully underſtand the Nature of the Scheme, why do 
they not take more Pains to be better inform'd, or have the Mo- 


deſty to give a little Credit to thoſe who are better acquainted with 


it. If upon a thorough Examination, they diſſite any Part of it, 
why do they not immediately conſult together about proper Amend- 
ments? But what Reaſon have they to queſtion the Expediency of a 
Charter which his Majeſty granted, by, and with the Advice of his 
Privy Council, upon the moſt mature Canſideration; At leaſt, 


why do they not petition his publick Council, the Parliament, to 


take the Matter into z2heir Canfideration ; eſpecially as it is well 
known that ſeveral of the moſt able Men in the Houſe have de- 
clared their good inion of it, and their Perſuaſion that we muff 
be undone unleſs Wool be ſtop'd ? Why, I fay, did they not 
humbly, but importunately deſire their Repreſentatives to paſs a 
Law for the Execution of it, or think of a better Scheme ? And 
why do not addreſs his Majeſty to call them together for that 
Purpoſe ? Can the Parliament poſſibly meet upon a Buſineſs of 
more Moment to his Majeſty and the Kingdom ? Are 28 Millions, 
loſt by us every Year, and above twice as much gained by our 
Enemies, ſuch a Triffe, that we can ſafely let Seſſian after Seſſion 
flip without putting a Stop to this fatal Evil ? Did our pg wn 

place 


— — 


* It is à very great Misfortune that Trade is fa little underſtood, 
and ſo greatly deſpiſed by many Gentlemen of Eftates, becauſe they 
cannot be diſpeſed to make proper Laws for the Encouragement of what 
they neither value, nor underſtand. But ſuch Perſons would do well 
#0 conſider that Trade is ſo much the Support of their Eſtates, that 
they would be worth nathing without it, It highly concerns our Ho- 
nourable Repreſentatives, in point of Intereſt, to acquire juſt Notions 
Fit; and may God diſpoſe thoſe No blemen auho ave Acceſs to the 
Throne t inſtill them into his Majeſty. His Readineſs to encourage 
Trade appear'd from his Grant to Mr. Webber, Cc. but 4 it were 
poſſible to ſuppoſe that he could imbibe the wicked and weak Poſition 


advanced by one of his Subjects, both his Majeſty and the whole 


Nation mu/ be ſacrificed by it. 


—_ 


— 
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place Wool-packs in the Houſe of Lords to remind them of the great 
Importance of our Wool? And is it now fallen below our Notice ? 
In the Name of every Thing that is ſenſible and prudent, what can 
the People of this Kingdom mean? Is it Matter of Indifferency to 
the Nobility and Gentry, whether they be forced to give up all 
their Church Lands? Whether the Value of their Eſtates riſes,” or 
falls ? Whether their Rents be paid, or not paid ? Whether the 


Weight of the Taxes and Poors Rates be light, or heavy? Whe- 


ther the Streets and Roads be-peſter'd with Beggars, Thieves, and 
Robbers ; or whether we travel and live ſafe and unmoleſted ? Whe- 
ther Induſtry and Virtue, or Idleneſs and Vice prevail? Is it Mat- 
ter of Indifferency to the Merchants and Traders of all Sorts, whe- 
ther they have a good, or a bad Trade ? Whether there be little or 
much Money circulating ? Is it Matter of Indifferency to the Biſhops 
and Clergy, whether they be obliged to part with their Preferments, 
or give up their Religion? Whether the Proteſtant Religion be pre- 
ſerv'd, or deſtroy'd over all Europe? Whether the People be able 


to pay their 7ythes and Offerings? Am I warm? Iam. The 


Cauſe deſerves it. Our All is at Stake; and if loſt, can never be 
retriey'd. If I have exaggerated, let any one ſhew it, and I dare 
promiſe to throw away my Pen, and engage never to get another to 
diſturb the Publick with. | 5 
That this Pamphlet may not be unknown, I am determin'd to 
circulate at * own Expence, at leaſt a Thouſand of them; and 
if any one, after reading it, ſhall be diſpoſed to give away any in 
proper Places, he ſhall have a Dozen at half Price. | 
Whether the C:tizens of London will follow my Example by cir4 
culating ſome of them among their Correſpondents in the Country, 
or Friends in Town ; or whether any others, of Ability to do it, 
will gwe any Thing towards ſaving their Country and themſelves 
from Ruin, they only muſt determine. I have done the utmoſt in 
my Power, and what I have done cannot be altogether fruitleſs, be- 
cauſe it will give me Peace of Mind, and enable me to bear my 
Share of any Calamities which I could not hinder, - with the more 


Patience. 


Pos r. 


li r. 


T. it now about Three Months fince I firſt publiſbed this Pan- 

pblet, andthe many Thouſands of them that bade been fold, are 

. a: Sufficient Anſwer to the Objections that have been made a. 

gainft it. For, at it has. fallen into the Hands f ſuch Variety 

of Readers, the moſt Knowing and Acute, as well as the Igno- 

rant and Tnattentive, and yet the more it has been read, the more it 

has been approv'd; This is the higheſt preſumptive Argument that the 

Fafts are true, in the general, and the Reaſonings from them con- 

clufive. But it may not be improper to take ſome ſhort Notice of 
aubat has been ſaid by Friends and Enemies in Diminution of it. 


. SOME avere fond of making Exceptions,. not out of any wicked 
. Deſign, but only to ſhew their Penetration and Fudg ment. Of 
This Impertinent Kind baue I met with ſeveral, in Coffee- 
Houſes and Clubs, who, from mere Vanity, have depreciated a 
"Work evhile they vere commending it, and thrown cold Water 
«jor A Deſign, . which, at the - ſame Time, they could not but ac- 
knowledge to be neceſſary to the Safety of the Nation. A. Condu# 
not very equitable, with regard to the Good Intention of the Wri- 
ter, or any ways prudent, with regard to the Succeſs of the Per- 
formance ; both which Conſiderations ſhould haue induced every ho- 
neſt and grateful Reader to read with Candour, to paſs over any 
little incidental Slips for the Sake of the many Seaſonable, Impor- 
tant Truths advanced in it; and, inſtead of Nee its Credit 
and obſtructing its Influence becauſe they think it not a perfect 
Piece, to recommend and forward it becauſe they own it to be 
ght in tbe main, and ſuch as may be the Means of doing Good 

ervice in This Time of Danger. I ſhould think, alſo, that com- 

mon Modefly ſhould be a reaſonable Motive to diſtruſt in all Caſes 
that are not very clear, foraſmuch as it may commonly be ſup- 
þojed 
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poſed that an Author, writing upon a Subject fo little underflood, 
and where he might expect fo much Oppoſition, has taken care ta 
be a better Maſter of it than a Perſon «who, perhaps, never thought 
of it befort, and paſſes 7 on extempore. One of my Friends, 
no? knowing me to bd the Author ' of it, ſaid handſome Things of 
my Performance, and told me, he would have diſperſed many of 
them at his own Expence, but for two palpable Miſtakes in it. 
Whether they were the Miſtakes of the Writer, or the Critic, is 
not a Straw's Matter, fince they did not relate to the A fair FA 
the Wool, which he believed to be ſo true that it muft be the 
Ruin f the Kingdom. Strange ! that a Perſon of the moſt up- 
Fight Intention, and a good Underſflanding, ſhould Fudge and dd 
fo Irrationallyl What Diſcouragements are theſe Inflances to ſuch 
as are willing to write in the Service of their King and Country! 
Equally abſurd are thoſe who are in ſuch violent Pain for. fear 
the Calculations ould be ſet too high, when they are convinced 
that they are, in fa, high enough to Ruin us." In Calculations 
of this Nature it is abſolutely impoſſible to be perfeftly accurate, 
ecauſe the Facts, upon which they are grounded, can not be rxatth | 
aſcertain'd, tho' the oftener and the more 1 think of them, the more I 
am convinced that they are ſet ratber too low, than too high. be 
can ſay, to a few Packs, howo many Pack: of Waol are growing yearly 
in Great Britain and Ireland? Or, to a ſnall Number, how many 
Labourers the Woollen Manufa&uries, in Good Times, auould Employ ? 
And yet, of both wwe know enough to be aſſur d, that if France many- 
Factures our Wool = us, and we hſe the Trade, as we attually have 
done, We muſt become Beggars, and the French our Maſters. J 
defy all Mankind to diſprove this. But, to do the French Tools 
Fuſtice, they have too much Senſe to attempt it, tho" call'd upon, 
tho provetd, tho ready to ds it, if they could. That our Trade is gone, 
and that France has got it, by the Means of aur Wool, even the 
Gazetteer vill not offer to deny; and, I preſume, a fad muſt be 
notorious which That Writer is aſham'd to deny, © when the De- 
nial of it would ſerve his\\Purpoſe. On the contragy, fince he 
cannot any longer brazen the Nation out of their Sen R, make 
them believe thy are in as flouriſhing a Condition as M, be late- 
ty had the Impudence and Folly 1 Inſult he City , London 
on. account of its Decay. | What the Advocates for 
© France think it proper now to infift upon is, the Impracticable- 
neſs of Myr. Webber's Scheme in particular, and the Impoſlibility 
of preventing it by any Scheme whatſorver-———— Neither of theſe 
bjefions are any great Compliment to the King and his Privv 
Council, becauſe his Majeſty, by and with their Advice, accepted 
M.. Webber's Scheme as à practicable One, and order d a Char- 
ter to be formd for that Purpoſe. The Offers that were mad 
bim for the Method by which he Ne to bring in ſo many Mil. 
lions from Foreigners, by the * of bis &c are anotheg 


plain 


(34 ) 


plain Confutation of thoſe Pretences. "For, if the Miniflry had 
been of Opinion that it was Impoſſible 7 prevent the Exporta- 
tion of our Wool, or that Mr. Webber's Scheme would not do it, 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe that Men, not as much diſtracted as the 
French Advocates have repreſented Mr. Webber to be, ſhould offer 
to purchaſe if? It is difficult to ſay which is greateſt, the Ef- 
frontery of thoſe who can attempt ts impoſe upon the Nation by 
fuch Stuff, or the Folly of 4 well-meaning Dupes who repeat it 
after them. If it be impoſſible to prevent the Exportation of our 
Wool, aue need go no farther, for the Reaſon of it, than to one of 
the Facts, related in the Narrative. Mr. Webber, the Reader 
may remember, carried a Letter (which he received from France, 
and which gave an Account that the FRENCH, by AcREE- 
MENT, were to have as much of our Wool as they would) to 
the Secretary of State's Office ; who, inſtead of communicating 
the Letter to the King and Council, only told Mr. Webber that 

WAS ABOVE. His Maren. Though the Secretary of 
State did not think the Letter worth Notice, no doubt the Par- 
liament vill, and either puniſo Mr. Webber for publiſhing ſuch 
a Falſbood, or cenſure ſuch a Negle& of his Majeſty's and the 
Nation's Intereſt. No wonder Cuſtom - Houſe Officers {ould 
conni be at the Deſtruction of their Country, wwhen à ſuperior 
Officer paſſes over fuch Informations in filence. And, unleſs there be 
fuch an Agreement, I dare pawn my Lift upon it, that the Ex- 
portation of our Wool may be prevented, and that Mr. Webber'⸗ 
Scheme, of an Univerſal Regiſtry in Charter, will appear to the 


Parliament not only practicable, but eaſy, plain, familiar, and a- 


greeable to our Conſtitution; fo fruitful of 1 Effect, that, 
if it be carried into Execution, it will put This Nation in à more 
Aouriſbing Way than ever it was in before, And what Reaſon have 
ave to think that. the Parliament will not immediately enter | 
a Confideration of an Affair upon which both the Well-being and 
the very Being of the Nation depends? If it were poſſible to ſup- 
poſe (<vbichy ] never can, or will /uppo/e of his Intentions, however 
— 1 think the Tendency of his Meaſures) that a Prime- 
iniſter could mean to give up the Nation and his Maſter to Fo- 
reigners, he could never make it the Intereſt of our Repreſenta- 
tives to do it, any more than he could prevail upon them to facri- 
fee the publick #7 their private Advantage. No doubt, French 
Money, on = an Occaſion, would not be wanting, if any of the 
honourable Members awould accept of it ; but, can any Bribe make 
it worth a Wiſe Man's while to Ruin his Eſtate, and make him- 
fell and Family Slaves, after having ſo long taſted of the Sqweets 
of Liberty and Plenty? Would à Penſion, or à Place, for two or 
three Years, be a Compenſation for perpetual Subjefion to Arbitrary 
Power, perhaps for Baniſhment, perhaps for Wo Rs E Perſecution? Such 
a Suppoſition is as great an Imputation upon the Common-Senſe, as 
; a 5 ; "=" 
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it is the Integrity, of that Honourable and V mbh, 
and * it, would be the higheft Breach of Privi Re” * 
anſwer for it, that a Little Time will open ſuch a Scene of Po- 
verty and Diſtreſs, that whoever of our Repreſentatives ſhould ven- 
ture to oppoſe an AF to prevent the Exportation of our Wool, or 
ſhould not ſhew himſelf forward to procure one, ſuch Conduct would 
render him more odious to his Conſtituents than even the Exciſe 
Scheme, and put it out of the Power of Bribery, prevalent as it is, 
fo purchaſe him a Seat in another Parliament; but, I perſuade my- 
felf, our worthy Members will voluntarily intitle themſelves to the 
Efteem and Favour of their Country by anticipating any Application, 
and redreſſing their Grievances before they can have an Opportunity to 
complain of them. But, if any other Security, befides the Honour and 
Wiſdom of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, were avanting to make 
us eaſy and ſafe, wwe have the Honour and Wiſdom of the moſt 
Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, % will never fit 
filent while his Majeſty, the r of the whole Nation, the 
abhole ng Re igion, the Liberties of all Europe, are in ſuch 
Imminent Danger 7 eing ſwallowed up by the growing Strength 
of France, but will apprize his Majeſty of the dangerous Condition 
awe are in, with the Cauſes of it, and adviſe him to take ſpeedy. 
Meaſures to prevent a General Ruin. If what I have written 
ſhould contribute any thing towards it, I all think I have liv'd 
enough to Glory, after having been an Inſtrument in the Hands 
of Providence to ſerve all thoſe valuable Interefts., As I did, be- 
fore I began the Pamphlet, or the Poſtſcript, humbly beg God's 
Aſfiftance ; fo having written them in the beſt manner 1 could, I 
do earneſtly beg of him to give Succeſs to Them. 


A 


N. B. Mr. Webber lives in Eure-ftreet, Gravel-Lane, Southwark, 
and will be ready to appear to anſwer to any of the Fas, 


mentioned under his Name; or to ſatisfy any Perſons in any 
Difficulty concerning his Scheme. | 
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